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Get into the Christmas spirit with a picture-tour of the Hope for refugees this 
Holy Land - pages 6 and 7 Christmas - 1 5 and 1 6 


Win England's Cathedrals 
- page 5 


LAMPS collective's latest 
show - page 5 



,\uj >p i -m ypf #t* - — - j ■ *■ 

Hayley Bolton and Russell Webb played Mary and Joseph with their baby Jesse as Jesus in the annual Hulcott Nativity. Farm animals were brought to All 
Saints' Church, Hulcott for the annual event, including donkeys Chesil and Tettenhall. Turn to page two for the full story. Photo: James Rudd. 



Hand made 
ceramics from 
Palestine 






News 


A child who changed the world 

Continued from page one 

A BETHLEHEM stable was recreated in Hulcott in Buckinghamshire for the village's 
third Real Nativity on Saturday December 3. The picture on the front page shows 
some of the actors just before this year's event. Jesse, the baby in the picture, is 
the great grandson of a former church warden of All Saint's. 

The Revd Mark Ackford, the Vicar, said: "It is a twist on the nativity story because 
as many of the actors as possible are 'real'. The shepherds really do keep sheep, 
the innkeeper really is the landlady of The Barn in Hulcott, baby Jesus is a real 
baby and Mary is his real mother. 

"We also have the Archangel Gabriel, Three Wise Men, King Herod and a choir of 
angels. The other things that are real are the animals, donkeys, sheep and horses. 

"Above all it is an opportunity to accompany Mary and Joseph as they travel 
towards Bethlehem, listening as the Christmas story unfolds before us. We walk 
in the 'hoof-steps' of the donkey, listen to the news of the angels, share the 
bewildered excitement of the shepherds and take our place in the crowd with the 
Three Wise Men, as we gather at a Bethlehem stable to remember the birth of a 
child who changed the world." 

The event takes place each year on the first Saturday of December. This year 
around 400 people attended and almost £1,000 was raised for church funds. 
hulcott.org/nativity 


A double whammy at St 

ST Marys CE School in Banbury has scored 
a double whammy of success after major 
improvements were recognised by two 
separate national inspectorates. 

In just two years since the last Ofsted 
inspection, St Marys has moved from 
being classed as requires improvement’ 
to good’ by Ofsted. The report, published 
in late November, comes after similar 
improvements were recognised in the 
five-yearly National Society Statutory 
Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools (SIAMS). (See page three of the 
October edition of the Door for a full 
report.) 

Ofsted inspectors particularly praised the 
leadership and management. “Since her 


Mary's CE School 

appointment a year ago, the Headteacher 
has been relentless in her drive to improve 
the quality of teaching and the progress 
pupils make. The school has a clear 
direction and a plan to continue the recent 
improvements,” said Ofsted inspectors 
who also praised the way the curriculum is 
taught. 

Headteacher Victoria Woods said: “The 
encouragement from the SIAMS report 
definitely helped us when the Ofsted 
inspectors visited. We were absolutely 
thrilled with the Ofsted report. We were 
really pleased that our hard work has been 
recognised. It’s been a real team effort 
at St Mary’s and we are looking forward 
to making even better progress for the 
children who come here.” 


A Reverse Advent Calendar 

by Sally Welch 

A REVERSE Advent 
Calendar is a way of 
bringing Christmas 
hope to those in 
need, moving the 
focus from receiving 
to giving and sharing. 

St Mary's Church 
in Charlbury, 

Oxfordshire is 
organising a Reverse 
Advent Calendar in 
aid of the Steppin' 

Stone Centre, Oxford, 
which provides 
day long support 
for homeless and 
vulnerably housed 
people who want to 
move forward in their 
lives. 

At the beginning 

of Advent those who wished to participate were given a large cardboard box. 
Every day of Advent participants placed one item from the list into the box. 

From Christmas Eve until the middle of January, these boxes can be taken to 
St Mary's Church where they will be collected and delivered to the Porch. . 

The Revd Sally Welch is the Vicar of St Mary's, Charlbury with Shorthampton 
and the Area Dean of the Chipping Norton Deanery. 
www.charlburychurch.co.uk/www.theporch.org.uk/ 



Super troupe forms for puppet performances 



a * 


It s time to play the music, it s time to light the lights.... The Hermitage puppet troupe. Photo: 
Dave Hawkins. 


THE Hermitage Team in the Newbury 
Deanery comprises seven churches - and 
now one puppet team. 

Several members of the different 
churches attended a Puppet Ministry 
Training Day in the Diocese earlier 
this year, which resulted in the idea 
of setting up the puppet troupe. From 
small beginnings on Good Friday, when 
two puppets performed at a pop-up cafe 
run by Compton Church, the group now 
has 12 members with a range of talents. 
“Only three of the group are experienced 
puppeteers,” said Dave Hawkins, one of the 
founders, “but we are all keen to learn.” 

The group is supported by the Team 
Council and by clergy, with particular 
assistance from the Revd Meg Kirby and 
her husband Chris, who have helped 


found puppet ministries in the past. The 
group has a wide range of puppets - both 
commercially produced and hand-made 
ranging from humans to camels and a 
talking hot-cross bun. “Obviously it’s a 
Christian group, but we perform to all 
sorts of audiences,” said Dave. “Puppets 
are a great way of spreading the Good 
News. They appeal to all ages, are non- 
confrontational, entertaining and, above 
all, enormous fun. So far the group has 
performed at the Easter Cafe, a council 
meeting, two Messy Churches and a church 
festival. With Christmas fast approaching 
we are booked up for a Christmas Fair, 
another Messy Church, a local carol service 
and a village Christmas-tree centred family 
event.” 

For more informationcontact Dave on 
01635 578480. 


A cold but fun night in Begbroke 


AN Advent sleepout in Oxfordshire saw 
people from three parishes from Yarnton 
and Begbroke join together to stay out all 
night to raise money for the Church Urban 
Fund. 

The event was run by the Revd Nathan 
Jarvis, the Team Vicar. People shared 
food, had some fun and games, then slept 
out in tents. A nativity was performed 
at 9pm and the next morning a full 
English breakfast was cooked up for all 
participants. The CUF Advent Sleepout 
is an annual event that sees hundreds 


of churches taking part, with members 
sleeping outside for what is often one of 
the coldest nights of the year. 


) sponsor the Begbroke sleepout 
go to adventsleepout201 6. 
everydayhero.com/uk/nathan 



A Growing Leaders 'graduation' in Newbury 


MORE than 20 people from St Nicolas’s 
Church in Newbury graduated from a 
Growing Leaders course last month. 

They were congratulated by the Bishop 
of Reading, the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, at 
a graduation’ evening. Growing Leaders 
is a training course aimed at the personal 
and leadership development of church 
members. 

“At the heart of understanding Christian 
leadership is the example of Jesus, coupled 
with a strong Christian character,” said 
Charles Zealey, who is one of the course 
coordinators. 


“The fact that each participant has been 
connected with a mentor has made it an 
invaluable experience. The opportunity 
to reflect on how Christ guides us to lead 
in our everyday lives, as well as in formal 
roles, both deepens and enriches the 
Christian walk.” 

The participants from St. Nicolas’s were 
joined by members of Newbury Baptist 
Church. “Both our relationship and our 
excitement about God’s work in Newbury 
has been strengthened and enriched by 
this shared experience,” said the Revd Will 
Briggs, Associate Rector at St. Nicolas’s. 






An illuminating show in Great Missenden 


A son et lumiere (a sound and light show) was held at St Peter and St Paul's 
Church in Great Missenden last month. 

The evening was one of the events to celebrate the hundredth anniversary 
of the church's Binns Organ. The church was full, with over 200 people 
attending to see and hear the story of the village and church and to hear the 
organ, played by Michael Bacon, an organist at The Church of King Charles the 
Martyr, Tunbridge Wells. The Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 
along with Mary Saywood and Brenda Harris, narrated the story which was 
illustrated by a series of pictures and videos that took the audience through 
the establishment of Missenden Abbey, and the history of the church and the 
village. Many students from the Misbourne School were actively involved in 
the preparation and delivery of the event, helping with poster design, lighting, 
sound and photography, and being part of the performance. 


Join the national #JoytotheWorld campaign 


THE national Church has launched a 
#JoyToThe World Christmas campaign 
with www.AChristmasNearYou.org and 
four special videos. 

Over 27,000 events, from contemporary 
to traditional carol services and nativities 
have been added to a new website that 
enables the public to enter their postcode 
and find out whats happening near them. 
Smartphone users will also be able to 
geo-locate the nearest services and add a 
reminder to their calendar. So far more 
than 2,300 congregations are providing 
mulled wine and 3,500 sharing mince pies 
after services. 

In addition there are four videos, each 
sharing a moment of Christmas joy. 

They feature Gogglebox vicar the Revd 


Kate Bottley, Chaplain to the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, the Revd Rose 
Hudson-Wilkin, Becoming Reverend author 
the Revd Matt Woodcock, and comedian 
Paul Kerensa. 

A social media campaign on Facebook 
and Twitter is encouraging the public to 
share Christmas joy by using the hashtag 
#JoytotheWorld. 



Tune up and join the St 

WITH the busy lead up to Christmas for 
St Edburg’s Church Choir in Bicester now 
in full flow, a call has been made for new 
members. 

The choir provides an important 
contribution to the 11am Sunday Services 
as well as leading the carols at Christmas 
time and hymns and anthems for festival 
days and Sung Evensongs. 

St Edburg’s Organist Tim Jones 
said: “Being part of the choir is a fantastic 
opportunity which provides much 
enjoyment and fun. Members are part 
of a team and serve a really important 
purpose throughout the year, as well as 
in the build up to Christmas. Any new 
member would be warmly welcomed.” 

Janet Puddick, St Edburg’s choir trainer, 
said: “We are always in need of any new 


Edburg's choir 

voices, but we would particularly like 
some more sopranos and trebles (younger 
voices) - those who can sing the top line, 
or the tune. Families who like to sing 
together would be especially welcome.” 

The choir rehearses in St Edburg’s 
church every Saturday morning from 
9am to 10am. If you are interested simply 
turn up to a rehearsal or contact Tim 
Jones (tim_jonesl45@hotmail.com) or 
Janet Puddick (puddick4xa@btinternet. 
com), visit www.stedburgschurch.org/ 
groups/music or call 01869 323375. 

As Stable Door was going to press, the 
choir was set to sing at the St Edhurg f s 
Christmas Tree Festival on 9, 10 and 11 
December. They are also preparing for 
the Nine Lessons and Carols Service on 
18 December. 



Hundreds enjoy Bletchley's Christmas hog roast 


HUNDREDS of people flocked to the now 
annual Christmas at Melrose event in 
Bletchley, near Milton Keynes. 


other local groups are involved and this year 
there was even a visit from the Mayor of 
Milton Keynes, Cllr Steve Coventry. 



in a marquee 
that has been 


increasing in size 
every Christmas. A 
children’s choir and 


A hog roast was served alongside soup, hot 
drinks and home-made cakes in the Melrose 
area of the Buckinghamshire village. Richard 
Lyons, a volunteer from St Mary’s Church 
in Bletchley, explained that the idea for the 
event came when a joint carol singing event 
with Whaddon Way Church drew very little 
interest. This year’s event drew around 500 
people. The police, 
fire brigade, MPs 
and councils are 
involved. Now St 
Mary’s and West 
Bletchley Parish 
Council share the 
£3,000 cost of what 
Richard describes as 
a gift to the Melrose 
Community. Now 
in its fourth year, 

Christmas at 
Melrose is hosted 


Richard said: “We have inflatables, crafts, 
face painting and a brass band. There is 
school involvement with a children’s choir 
and other local groups are involved. We can 
also share our faith with those who haven’t 
heard the Christmas story or are unlikely to 
come near a church.” 



CHILDREN from Burchett's Green CE Primary School are pictured as Kings and 
Queens of Narnia after they stepped through the wardrobe into the Narnia 
exhibition that has been running at Dorchester Abbey. 

The youngsters had already enjoyed a Narnia day at school, and the topic was 
combined with their evacuee day, as the children who went to Narnia in CS Lewis's 
The Lion , the Witch and the Wardrobe were evacuees. 


A school trip to Narnia 
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A true story of coming home, healing and being at peace with God 



K ate Nicholas, author- 
ised preacher at St 
Peter’s and St Paul’s, 
Olney, Bucks, tells 
of her remarkable journey to 
faith and healing from cancer 
in her new book Sea Changed . 

My faith journey has been pretty 
unconventional - I don’t think an- 
yone could have ever predicted 
that I would end up working for a 
Christian charity and preaching in 
the Church of England! 

My journey began in the fields and 
woodlands of rural England where 
I first sensed the presence of a 
God I didn’t understand, and took 
me to the temples of Asia, where I 
studied and rejected Buddhism, to 
the slums of Africa where I sensed 
Christ walking through the deso- 
late alleyways. I’ve learnt that the 
surest path to God does not al- 
ways follow a straight line. 

At first my faith was one of the 
head rather than the heart, un- 
til one day it was as if God said 
‘enough is enough’ and after whis- 
pering gently for years He used a 
megaphone to speak into my soul. 

I felt blasted with love and light and 
then everything changed. It was if 
the Word of God was speaking 
directly into my heart, helping 


me to understand, giving me the 
peace or challenge that I needed 
to grow in faith. And He started to 
turn my life upside down. 

After a successful career in PR 
and journalism I began to feel a 
disconnect between my career 
and faith as I knew my success 
was based on my critique and 
judgement of others, and I think I 
had developed a public persona 


that I didn’t always recognise. 

God laid on my heart that I was 
meant to use my skills to share His 
Word, and He opened the door to 
work with World Vision, and I am 
now also an authorised preacher at 
St Peter’s and St Paul’s in Olney. 

In 2014 I was diagnosed with ad- 
vanced breast cancer. As a wife 
and a mother of two school aged 


children that was a pretty hard 
thing to hear. I actually wrote the 
book while going through chemo- 
therapy, initially as a legacy for my 
children, as I wanted them to know 
how much God loved me and had 
stood by me all my life. 

I decided at the outset that I wasn’t 
going to give up hope. I sought out 
Christian healing ministry - and 
Sea Changed talks about what an 
incredibly powerful experience this 
was. The fact that I am here today 
shows you that something miracu- 
lous happened! 

Of course I wish I hadn’t had 
cancer - but there are some things 
I cannot wish away - the experi- 
ence of having come so close to 
God is almost incandescent. I feel 
as if I have lived for a while on the 
border between the natural and 
supernatural. 

If you would like Kate to 
speak at your church or 
event, please contact Authen- 
tic Media on 01908 268500 or 
info@authenticmedia.co.uk 

Authentic Media is a Christian 
Publisher based in Bletchley, 
Milton Keynes. 

Sea Changed by Kate Nicholas 
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Available now from your Christian retajter 

Sea Changed Kate Nicholas 9781780781624 £9.99 

TO. 




England’s Cathedrals 

Simon Jenkins 
Little Brown £30 

by Sarah Meyrick 

A lmost two decades after his best- 
selling England’s Thousand Best 
Churches , Sir Simon Jenkins is 
back with a companion volume 
on cathedrals. England’s Cathedrals is 
a collection of essays on 42 Anglican 
diocesan cathedrals, plus Westminster 
Abbey and a handful of the 19 Roman 
Catholic cathedrals in England. 

The result is a wonderful book that will 
appeal to anyone who enjoys visiting 
churches. It is beautifully produced and 
illustrated with stunning architectural 
photographs. Like the Thousand Best 
Churches it is substantial: 340 pages on 
heavy gloss paper and weighty hardback 
covers means this probably isn’t a book 
to carry around with you. Rather, it is a 
collection of essays to be read and enjoyed 
before a visit to a particular cathedral and 
possibly again afterwards. 

In the preface, Jenkins explains that 
he has awarded stars to the individual 
cathedrals, but reluctantly, because 
of the association with league tables. 
Nonetheless, he says, stars are popular, 
and they are an attempt to answer the 
question he is frequently asked: to name 
his favourite cathedral. 

Readers who know and love a particular 
cathedral will find themselves turning 
eagerly to that entry to see what 
Jenkins has to say. No doubt it will be 
disappointing, irritating even, if you 
feel he has been ungenerous to “your” 
cathedral. But this would be to miss the 
point: passionate as he is about history 
and architecture, Jenkins makes it 
very clear that in this book he is more 
interested in writing about the emotions 
that visiting the cathedral gave rise to. He 
makes no bones about it: the essays are 
entirely personal. 

Helpfully, he provides a very readable 
introduction to English history and how 
the cathedral fits into that. He also offers 


ENGLAND’S 

CATHEDRALS 



SIMON J1 NkINS 
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a double page spread on “how to view a 
cathedral” for beginners. This contributes 
to an overall accessibility: the book is not 
written for the expert, but the interested 
enquirer. 

"... England’s cathedrals 
are currently enjoying 
something of a 
renaissance...” 

Jenkins is known for his trenchant views 
on churches, and has talked about the 
need for closures. He is often criticised 
for not recognising their purpose in 
the community. That aside, this book is 
definitely a celebration of their place in our 
history and in our contemporary culture. 
England’s cathedrals are currently enjoying 
something of a renaissance in terms of 
visitor numbers and worshippers. Jenkins 
wants to celebrate this, and to encourage 
more people to go and find out what all the 
fuss is about. 

Sarah Meyrick is the Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford and is about to be made a Lay 
Canon of Christ Church Cathedral . See 
Doorpost for details. 


Win a copy of England's Cathedrals 

TURN to page 180 of England's Cathedrals to find a five page description of Oxford’s 
very own Christ Church Cathedral. 

Jenkins states:"lt is the smallest medieval cathedral in England, lying hidden 
behind Oxford’s grandest quadrangle, Tom Quad." He goes on to tell the story of 
St Frideswide, whose shrine can be found in the Cathedral. To find out more, visit 
the cathedral, or enter this month’s competition. To win a copy of the book simply 
answer the following question: 

Which quadrangle do you have to walkthrough if you want to visit Christ Church 
Cathedral? Send your answers, complete with your name and postal address to 
reception@oxford.anglican.org or to England's Cathedrals Competition, the Door ; 
Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, 0X5 IGF. The closing date for 
entries is Friday 6 January. 


Competition winner 


The winner of 
the competition 
in the December 
issue of the 
Door is: Mrs 
Golder from 
Waddesdon. She 
has won a pair 
of tickets for 
Blenheim Palace 
and grounds 
in Woodstock, 
Oxfordshire. 



Lighting the way for Babs of Bethlehem 



From left, Stephen Bathurst, Emma Ramsden and Chris Matthewman 


CAN the industrious Babs slow down long enough to find out what really 
matters? That is the question at the centre of Babs of Bethlehem a hybrid of the 
Nativity story and the Russian folk-tale Babushka with a dash of Fawlty Towers 
thrown in. Babs of Bethlehem is the Christmas show from the LAMPS collective 
based in Abingdon, Oxfordshire. 

"LAMPS stands for Love, Action, Music, Poetry and Stories," says Chris. ’We want to 
produce live events and creative resources for the church to help them connect with 
their local community. One of the Bible verses we hold particularly dear is Psalm 78 
v2’l will speak using stories; I will tell secret things from long ago.’" 

So far LAMPS have produced Scrooge , a mad-cap version of A Christmas Carol in 
2014, followed by Miss Scrooge in 2015, first performed at The Unicorn Theatre, 
Abingdon then enjoying a tour to churches across the Midlands. 

Since then the collective has used its creative flair for entertaining audiences and 
in 201 7 LAMPS will be touring with a four-person Easter Passion Play. They offer 
music and comedy nights as well as various high energy shows for holiday clubs and 
family services. "We basically shape our shows to suit the host church and audience," 
added Chris. 

For more details about LAMPS visit www.lampscollective.com and for 
information on shows or volunteering opportunities contact Julie Kemp-Harper 
on info@lampscollective.com, 01235 521049. Babs of Bethlehem runs at The 
Unicorn Theatre from Wed 1 4 - Sat 1 7 December. Tickets are £8.50 and £7.00 
(concessions) from The Bookstore, Abingdon or online: www.buytickets.at/ 
lampscollective. 


Bringing the Bible alive in Banbury 



by Sue Newby 

CHILDREN were encouraged to 
get inside’ the nativity story at 
St Mary’s Church, Banbury in 
the run up to Christmas. 

Walk Amongst the Christmas 
People encouraged youngsters 
from Years Five and Six in 
schools across the town to see 
Mary, Joseph and the other 
characters as ordinary people 
who experienced extraordinary 
things. 

The children began in the 
stable, with Mary unable to 
sleep, thinking of home and 
family back in Nazareth. Joseph was also 
having a restless night’s sleep. In small 
groups the children were then invited to 
explore a variety of themes: Mary’s had hair 
day (Mary and the angel.): The long and 
winding road (the journey from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem): The wisdom of the ages 
(the three wise men): and The shepherd’s 
surprise. 

Each of these sessions was followed by an 
activity to help reinforce the learning. The 
events ended with the flight to Egypt with 
Mary, Joseph and young Jesus driven out 


of their homeland, seeking refuge from 
Herod. These events have been running for 
five years and the nativity event is followed 
up in the spring term when children will 
Walk Amongst People who met Jesus and in 
the summer term Walking Amongst People 
who Wanted to Change the World. 

If you would like more information 
about how you can use this material 
in your schools or churches, please 
contact: s.newby9@outlook.com. 

The Revd Sue Newby is a former Primary 
School headteacher. 








Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 


St Columba's House 

Retreat and Conference Centre 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


No organist? Problem solved! 


Hymnal Plus is the ultimate 
worship music solution. 

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button! 

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation. 

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 

churches across the UK. £1999 inc VAT 

HymnalPlus" 

For your FREE demo CD... 

Call: Freephone: 0800 043 0503 
Visihwww.hymntechnology.com 



Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be 
established. 

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV) 


Three years that chang 


Experience the story of Jesus's ministry 
through the eyes of his friend and 
follower Simon Peter, and explore 
Capernaum, where he taught and 
healed. This visual tour of the Holy Land 
was put together by Ray and Jenny 
Rowlson, from Stony Stratford. 




One evening a crowd gathered outside Peter's house. 
(The ruins are underneath the modern church in 
the picture.) Jesus healed lots of people with many 
different diseases. 




These are the ruins of a 4th century synagogue, but under this floor is a paved area, 
part of the synagogue from the time of Jesus. Jesus taught on this very spot, and cured 


a man with a mental illness. People were amazed at his power and said: "He teaches 


with authority." 




Jesus knew the best places for speaking to a large crowd. Sometimes he would choose 
a place that was like a natural amphitheatre. 


* 





Jesus sent out the 1 2 in pairs into the towns and 
villages. He gave them the power to heal. He said "Take 
nothing for the journey." 







led the world Feature 



One day a large crowd followed Jesus to a remote place. At the end of the day 
Jesus wanted to feed them. A boy in the crowd had five loaves and two fishes. 
Jesus broke the bread and divided the fish and fed 5,000 people. The loaves 
and fishes feature on the mosaic floor of a church built 1 ,700 years ago by 
Christian pilgrims on the site of the miracle of the loaves and the fishes. 




In churches from January: 


See more photographs and hear two in-depth talks from 
Jenny and Ray. 

• Three Years that Changed the World. - Tuesday 24 
January 2017 

• Capernaum - Thursday 26 January 2017 

Both talks are at 7.30pm at The Parish Hall, St Mary & 

St Giles Church, Church Street, Stony Stratford, Milton 
Keynes. Entry is free with a voluntary collection for 
Embrace the Middle East. Ray and Jenny are happy to 
travel to parishes where people would like to see their 
presentations live. Phone 01 908 562853 or email - ray. 
rowlson@btinternet.com. for more details. 

The words in this presentation are not direct 
quotations from the Bible. See Mark's Gospel in any 
modern translation to read the full story of Jesus's life 
for yourself. 
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After Jesus had risen he appeared to his followers several times. Peter and his 
friends were fishing at the Sea of Galilee, they had caught nothing all night. At 
dawn, Jesus stood on the beach and called to cast the net on the right. They did 
and fish filled their nets. Then they recognised Jesus. 



enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 

Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 
Windsor 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 


01753 865 982 


www. esargeant. co. uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 




Funeral Partners 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘ England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 


Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 
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Lee Bolton Monier- Williams 

Solicitors 


making technology 
work for people 




APi COMMUNICATIONS 


Sharing lessons learned from 
running Multi-Academy Trusts 


OXFORD CENTRE FOR 

Christianity 
and Culture 


Mondays, alternating 1pm and 5pm 

Regent’s Park College 

Oxford, 0X1 2LB 


IN-MIGRATION: CULTURAL AND THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUES 
ON THE 21ST CENTURY MOVEMENTS OF PEOPLE 


A series of interdisciplinary conversations which aims to shed 
new light on the unfolding migration context. 


16 January Law in Migration 

lpm Catherine Briddick, Co-Chair, Migrants’ Resource Centre; Barrister, and 

Teaching Assistant, Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford 


23 January Politics in Migration 

5pm Tariq Ramadan, Professor of Contemporary Islamic Studies, St Antony’s 

College, University of Oxford 


13 February Humanitarianism , Gender and Religion in Migration 

lpm Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, Reader in Human Geography and Co-Director of 

the Migration Research Unit, University College, London 


6 March Christian Communities in Migration 

5pm Harvey Kwiyani, Executive Director, Missio Africanus, and Lecturer, 

Pioneer Mission Leadership Training, Church Mission Society 


CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS 


SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 

Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution. 

SOUND 

Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard. 

PROJECTION 

Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life. 

CAMERA SYSTEMS 

Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens. 

WEB STREAMING 

Broadcast your service on the 
internet either live or on demand. 


Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service. 


30 January 
lpm 

6 February 
5pm 


20 February 
5pm 

27 February 
lpm 


trinitycollege 


"I've learned that studying 
theology is not the dry study 
of theories about God, but 
the foundation of being able 
to share the gospel anytime, 

anywhere." - Adam Pitt, ordinand 


Join our vibrant community as we 
journey deeper into God’s Word, grow 
through practical engagement, and let 
the reality of Christ's coming Kingdom 
change our lives and ministries. 

NEXT OPEN DAY: 4 FEBRUARY 2017 


Poetry in Migration 

Yousif Qasmiyeh, Poet, and Tutor in Arabic, University of Oxford 
Language Centre 

Bible and Art in Migration 

Casey Strine, Lecturer in Ancient Near Eastern History and Literature, 
University of Sheffield 


Faith-Based Action in Migration 

Shari Brown, Project Co-ordinator, Restore, Birmingham; and Viraj 
Mendis, Refugee, migrant and sanctuary activist, Bremen, Germany 

Interreligion in Migration 

Joshua Ralston, Lecturer in Muslim-Christian Relations, University of 
Edinburgh 


6 th February 2017 Central Hall, Westminster 

7 th February 2017 Gilbert Scott Suite, Liverpool Cathedral 

9.30am - 4pm 

To book places please contact: Sarah Neden, 

Lee Bolton Monier-Williams, 1 The Sanctuary, Westminster, London SW1P 3JT 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7222 5381 education@lbmw.com www.lbmw.com 


Risk management, regional hubs and 
reshaping structures in growing or 
multiple MATs 


Speakers include: 

Anne Davey, Diocesan Director 
of Education , Oxford and Chief 
Executive of the Oxford Diocesan 
Schools Trust 


Mike Eastwood, Liverpool 
Diocesan Secretary 


Howard Dellar, Partner at LBMW 


Ann Holt, Chichester Diocesan 
Director of Education 


Lesley Gannon, CEO of the Diocese 
of Chichester Academy Trust 


Live like the 

Kingdom is near 


Ordination training Postgraduate study Independent study School of Leadership Flexible training options 

Find out more at trinitycoLLegebristol.ac.uk. 


Tel: 01 392 677668 


Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.co 
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Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

JANUARY SALE NOW ON 

with offers for AUS/NZ. USA/CAN + EUROPE 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 


UK 

BASED 




Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


E3 


POLITE CUSTOMER NOTICE 

This is not a ‘pitch to sell’ or an ‘offer must end’ message, 
just to pass on some information that you may find of 
interest. If you drive a car, it is fair to say that at some 
stage you will probably want to change it. This is just to 
inform you that whenever you choose to, there is a small, 
professional Christian company who can look after you. 

The team at Priory Automotive has over 40 years experience 
in supplying the finest used cars to Clergy and church 
members up and down the country. Not only are their prices 
always fair, you can be sure of an honest and ethical service, 
and best of all you are guaranteed a superb car. Nothing 
is left to chance, with full history checks and industry 
leading levels of preparation, the experts at Priory will not 
let you down. 

So when you fancy changing your car, try Priory, they are 
friendly, hugely experienced and totally independent, you 
will not be disappointed in any way. Part exchange is 
welcome and every car is delivered directly to your door, 
free of charge, in fact they are no hidden costs or sneaky 
fees, just one clear price. 

Tel: 0114 2559696 or visit www.prioryautomotive.com 


ALL MAKES & MODELS SUPPLIED 

from a tailor-made service supplying vehicles 
ONLY to Clergy, Church Members and Charities 



Every vehicle comes complete with service, 
history check, warranty, MOT, road tax and valet 

■ Over 35 years experience ■ Part exchange welcome 

■ Honest, ethical and reliable ■ NO HIDDEN COSTS! 




NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY! 


99% 

CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION! 


M PRIORY 

AUTOMOTIVE 

www.prioryautomotive.com 



ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 

St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 



You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 
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Advertisement Feature 


Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 


The scale of drug and 
alcohol problems in the UK 

According to figures from the National 
Treatment Agency, it is estimated that 
293,879 people age 15-64 are opiate or 
crack cocaine users in England. 

The Office for National Statistics reported 
in November 2006 that the alcohol related 
death rate in the UK doubled from 4,144 
deaths in 1991 to 8,386 deaths in 2005. 

Gilead Foundations, working in 
collaboration with RECIC, has a continual 
success rate of 85%* for people measured 
two years after completing our 
rehabilitation programme. 

*Surveyed in 2014 


If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Tel: 01 837 851240, 
admin@gilead.org.uk 


■ 


9 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


Offering a residential rehabilitation programme 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 


Unlocking people... 
Releasing potential 


behaviours. 

Based on a working farm in rural Devon, with a 
dairy herd and free range egg production. 

Service users also receive life skills and vocational 
training in agricultural and administrative roles. 

“The work therapy and training at Gilead helped to 
stabilise and train me for life outside. Since 
completing the programme, I have moved into my 
own home with my son and I have a full time job 
which I love. It has been a challenging time taking 
on full responsibility and control of my life.” 


Pam, Gilead graduate in 2013, formerly addicted to 
heroin and valium from the age of 1 6 





ORDER NOW 


only from 


thepurpleveil.com 




You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 


£1.00 P&P per book* 
*UK only 



★ ★★★★ 

five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 


To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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In appreciation... 

by the Rt Revd Dr Steven 
Croft 

I began my ministry as 
the Bishop of Oxford 
in Christ Church on 30 
September. In October 
there were four Welcome 
Eucharists across the Diocese, 
one in each Archdeaconry. In 
November I made home visits to the parish clergy in the 
Oxford Area. In December, I began my tour of the whole 
Diocese with the first two of 29 Deanery Days. I was in 
Abingdon on 1 December and Newport on 8 December. 
The journey will take until July next year. I’m also out 
and about most Sundays and during the week, meeting a 
range of people in the wider community. 

Every deanery day follows a similar pattern: time 
with the clergy in prayer and debate; visits in the wider 
community; an evening meal with lay people and an open 
meeting for the deanery. The meetings are a chance for 
me to say a bit about myself and my vision for the Church 
and for everyone to ask questions. I look forward to 
meeting you, if I haven’t already. 

I’ll be writing as I go and reflecting back in a regular 
column in the Door. I’ve set myself the task of appreciating 
all that is good in the Diocese as well as listening and 
learning for the future. Appreciation is too rare in the 
Church. We are sometimes too skilled at criticism: 
at finding fault with others and pointing out their 
weaknesses in private if not in public. The heart of our 
lives as Christians is meant to be praise and worship of 
God. To worship is to enjoy and appreciate God. That 
appreciation opens us out as people. We are changed 
and transformed as we open ourselves to God’s mercy. 

The same is true when we appreciate the good in others. 
Criticism is sometimes necessary but too much closes 
us down as people. To appreciate others is to be open to 
God’s grace in them. 

“To encourage is, literally, to 
put the heart back into someone 

else...” 



So what have I come to appreciate so far in my journey 
through the Diocese? The skill, commitment and ability 
of my senior colleagues. The dedication of the team in 
Church House and the Cathedral. The care we take as a 
Diocese in our stewardship of our buildings and resources. 
The diversity and gifts of the clergy who have welcomed 
me into their homes. The tremendous vision we share 
for our Church schools. The passion with which people 
engage in debate. The vibrancy of church life in many 
places. The good will of many in the wider community. 

The sense of God at work in this place and time. 

There is so much that is good but there is a surprising 
fragility as well, an uncertainty and fear of change. As St 
Paul wrote long ago, our calling is to build one another up 
in love, to strengthen one another for our task of living 
the Gospel in the whole of our lives. One of the best 
ways to strengthen the life of God’s Church is to practise 
appreciation. To appreciate is to encourage. To encourage 
is, literally, to put the heart back into someone else, to 
lift them up and enable them to live well, whatever the 
demands upon them. Isaac Pennington, an early Quaker, 
wrote these words in a letter written from Aylesbury 
to Amersham in 1667: “Our life is love, and peace, and 
tenderness; and bearing with one another, and forgiving 
one another, and not laying accusations one against 
another, but praying for one another, and helping one 
another up with a tender hand.” 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft is the Bishop of Oxford. 


Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door ; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks , Kidlington f 0X5 1 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 


Thank you for the profound reflection 


I was very heartened to read the splendid article by the 
Archdeacon of Buckingham in the Doorway (November 
2016). 

From the very beginning I have always believed we 
should be concerned with all creation, because God 
caused all living beings to come into existence and not 
just humans. Yet our churches are far too human-centred, 
and it is rare to find a reflection as profound as the 


Ven. Guy Elsmore’s, even in Franciscan publications, let 
alone the usual Anglican press. It was also good to see 
it accompanied by practical advice by Katie Phoenix on 
feeding birds in winter. Thank you! 

The Revd Prof Martin Henig, Assistant Priest in the 
Osney Benefice, Vice President of the Anglican Society 
for the Welfare of Animals and a Fellow of the Oxford 
Centre for Animal Ethics. 


More on getting a fair deal on electricity and gas 


THE December edition of the Door carried a front- 
page story encouraging Christians to help those who 
can’t afford to keep their homes warm. We quoted Phil 
Levermore as the founder of the Ebico Trust, a charity 
devoted to battling fuel poverty, and the not-for-profit 
Ebico Ltd, a company that offers fairer tarrifs on gas and 
electricity. 

We were not aware that Phil co-founded Ebico Ltd 
and the Ebico Trust with the Revd Hugh Lee, an energy 
economist and a Minister in Secular Employment in the 
diocese. Hugh is the Chairman of the Ebico Trust and 
remains a Director of Ebico Ltd having been the Chairman 
until June 2016. 

The Doors Editorial Assistant, Ruth Hamilton Jones, has 


used Ebico to supply her fuel. 

She stated: “To see how competive Ebico’s prices are, 

I used the Go Compare website, which was mercifully 
straightforward. I was able to compare Ebico’s prices with 
all other companies supplying gas and electricity in my 
area. Something less 
easy to measure is 
the effect of having 
a voice for the poor 
in the delivery of 
this vital service.” 

(Ruth’s full article 
is on the website - 
link right.) 



For more see www.ebico.org.uk/ 
trust/trustees 

www.comparethemarket.com 
www.oxford.anglican.org/fuel 


Helping those fleeing from violence and persecution 


by Jo Duckies 

IN Aleppo their neighbourhood has been destroyed and 
the family have been forced to leave the ruins of their 
home for a refugee camp in Serbia. 

Dad has managed to leave for Germany, but mum and 
children are left behind in the camp, desperate to follow. 
But with the borders closed the chances of the family 
being reunited is slim. 

That is one of the scenarios that Marija Vransevic 
(pictured right) from the humanitarian charity, 
Philanthropy, comes across during the course of her 
work. Philanthropy is run by the Serbian Orthodox 
Church and is Christian Aid’s partner in Serbia. Marija is a 
programme manager who oversees projects in refugee 
camps. She meets people who have faced war, beatings, 
blackmail and more and works to help them live with 
some dignity. 

"I spend at least 30 per cent of my time in the field 
to understand what the needs really are. I then write 
reports to present those needs in a manner that is 
understandable to Philanthropy’s partners," says Marija. 
She communicates with the Serbian Government, the 
media and other agencies as she tries to raise awareness 
of ways that they can provide help to refugees. 



fat _ ms- j . 


Refugees at one of the camps that Marije visits. Photo: 
Marija Vransevic. 



Marija spoke to 
me over a slice 
of home-made 
cake at Oxford’s 
new Christian Aid 
offices. She was 
visiting England 
to raise awareness 
of Philanthropy’s 
work as part of 
Christian Aid’s 2016 
Christmas appeal: 

Light the Way. 

The personal 
experiences of 
the refugees she 
has met were 
among the stories 
she shared with 
churches and 
student groups 
during a two-week tour of the South East. Since 
then more and more residents of Aleppo have been 
displaced, according to national news reports, and the 
crisis is constantly escalating. 

’’It is a joy for us to be on the spot and to understand 
the challenges people are facing. It's about not feeling 
sorry or sad for these people but to feel strength, to feel 
positive and not to get into the dark areas of misery and 
hopelessness." 

For a list of organisations and charities that are 
working to help refugees in the Diocese see http:// 


wp.me/P7JCUM- 
5Hf. Turn to 
page 1 2 to read 
the story of an 
Eritrean refugee 
whose life is 
now full of hope 
thanks to the 
help he has 
found in the UK. 


See www.christianaid.org.uk/Christmas 
for more on Light the Way. 

A longer report of Jo's interview with 
Marija can be read at www.oxford. 
anglican.org /refugeecamps 
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AS more and more refugees 
are forced to flee from war, 
violence and persecution, 
Medhane*, a Christian Eritrean, 
tells Jo Duckies how a journey 
with an uncertain start has 
been transformed into a story 
of hope. 

T he 26-year-old had been involved 
in political activism when he fled 
Eritrea, where he would have 
faced imprisonment and possible 
execution, almost two years ago. He had to 
leave behind his wife, who was thrown in 
jail, and his younger siblings. 

After starting in the north of England, 
where he ended up homeless, Medhane 
was moved to a town in the Diocese of 
Oxford. Through a charity that helps 
find homes for refugees, he met a couple 
who let him move in with them. They 
have supported him with his studies and 
he is now hoping to become a health 
practitioner. 

I don't want anyone 
to suffer the way I 
suffered...” 

Medhane grew up a Greek Orthodox 
Christian in Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. 
When he moved to his new home town he 
was introduced to an Anglican church by 
the couple whose home he is living in. “I 
am proud to go to any church where Gods 
name is praised,” he said, before describing 
how he had fled his home country after 
two of his friends were arrested for 
political activism. “When they arrest a 
person, by hook or by crook they make 
them speak,” he said. 

His uncle arranged a smuggler for him to 
help him cross the Eritrean border and his 
journey eventually brought him to Europe. 
After he left, his wife was arrested and 
imprisoned for three months. Once again 
his uncle stepped in, helping her to flee to 
Uganda. Eventually Medhane hopes she 
will be able to join him in the UK. 


But he fears for the safety of his younger, 
teenage siblings back in Eritrea. 

“They can’t cross the border and when 
they are 18 they will have to do the 
military training. I wish I could bring them 
to live here. I don’t want anyone to suffer 
the way I suffered,” he says. 

“The people I’m living with are 
supporting me very heavily with my 
accommodation and my education, reading 
my assignments before I submit them. 
Everything is good here but I miss my 
family,” says Medhane, whose Christian 
faith inspired his political activism in his 
own country. “As a Christian when I see 
bad things I can’t turn away. I saw the 
Government doing very bad things to 
people, and those things would one day 
affect me. It is very hard to do things in 
Eritrea without the risk of imprisonment 
or execution. There are all kinds of human 
rights abuses going on.” 


Despite missing home and worrying 
about his family, Medhane appreciates 
his life in the UK. “There is respect for 
everyone here. People respect other 
people’s cultures and feelings,” he says. 
Medhane is doing A Levels and is also 
working part-time, as a care worker and 
a catering assistant. “I want to become 
a health professional. Every Christian 
wants to help others and I want to be 
contributing to helping people,” he says. 

And while Medhane is lucky enough 
to have found his feet in the UK, he is 
aware that it is very hard for many young 
Eritreans, whose confidence has been 
knocked out of them by the heavy handed 
enforced military training. 

“Everyone does military training at 18. 
You have to obey the rules. You can’t ask 
whatever you want. When you come here 
you have to build up a new mentality. 
Children especially, but also adults coming 


to the UK, daren’t speak out because they 
are afraid of the Government.” 

Medhane is clearly very busy, but he 
does have some hobbies. Back in Eritrea 
the Arsenal supporter enjoyed playing 
football, and when he finds the time, he 
enjoys exploring his new area on a bike. 

He also likes reading. Now he is settled 
and enjoying life in the UK, he is looking 
forward to his second Christmas here, 
which he hopes will be more joyful than 
last year. “I didn’t enjoy last year because 
all of my paperwork was going through 
with the Home Office, but it’ll be different 
this year. When you first arrive there is 
confusion and frustration. It is traumatic 
and stressful and you don’t know where 
you are. You don’t know anything about 
the culture and history and you have to try 
and adapt to the lifestyle here. 

“Everything is good here 
but I miss my family.” 

“The people in the UK are contributing 
a lot by accepting people of different 
cultures and religions. I am thankful to 
God that I am here. My past experiences 
make me thankful for today. It has been 
God’s work that has brought me here. You 
can have hopes or wishes but these really 
depend on God,” he added. 

*Medhane is not his real name, which 
has been changed to protect his identity. 
See page 11 for more on the refugee 
crisis and ways that Christians can help. 
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 


LATER LITE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL 
AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS & 
MEMORIALS, BEREAVEMENT CARE 


FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY HU5>NFSS 
HEAD OFFICE READING 0118 957 3650 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0117 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 


0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1099295 


Join us. pbs.org.uk 
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STAINED GLASS 
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 


Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service 

Commissions undertaken 
Residential and 
Ecclesiastical 

EST 1 990 with over 
40 years experience 


0 LEADCRAFT 

STAINED GLASS STUDIO 


3 Malthouse Lane, 
Reading RG I 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
By appointment only 


barrydavis 1 955@btinternet.com 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 












Pull this section out. Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese. 
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"A cold coming we had of it..." 


By the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft 

"A cold coming we had of it 
Just the worst part of the year 
for a journey 

And such a long journey..." 

T hese words by T.S. Eliot echo 

through my mind at this time of 
year. These are the opening lines 
of his poem, Journey of the Magi. 
He describes just one of the journeys in the 
Christmas story: the long pilgrimage of the 
wise men from the East, seeking the one 
who was to be born King of the Jews. 

There are many other journeys in 
the story: Mary travels to Elizabeth; 

Joseph and Mary come from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem; the shepherds run from the 
fields to the city; the Holy Family flee to 
Egypt and return again to Nazareth; Mary 
and Joseph take Jesus to the temple to be 
met by Anna and Simeon. 

“At Christmas our 
unquiet hearts are 
stirred up again...” 

Unfamiliar journeys have the power to 
change us. The people in the Christmas 
story do not remain the same. Each of 
them is moved on by the journey. Each 
takes a step of faith. Each encounters the 
child, Jesus. For each of them, life will 
never be the same. 

There will be tens of thousands of 
journeys this Christmas time all across 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 



Oxfordshire. Families will travel to be 
together. Friends will be reunited. There 
will be walks and shows and gatherings of 
every kind through the holidays. 

There will be journeys of a different kind 
as well: to church services in every city, 
town and village. People will come to crib 
services and christingles, to sing carols, 
to light candles, to remember loved ones, 
to find peace and space and to remember 
hope. 

Many will come as Christians, to worship 
Christ anew and journey more deeply 
into the wonder of God made man in 
Bethlehem. Many will come as explorers, 
enquirers, with a half forgotten memory, 
an uncertain faith, a half recognised 
longing for something deeper at the heart 
of life. At Christmas our unquiet hearts 
are stirred up again to search for faith and 
truth and love and meaning. 

“...listen to that stirring 
and come in” 


If that is you then listen to that stirring 
and come in. Let this journey, this 
pilgrimage to church, this sensing of 
something glimpsed and understood, be a 
new beginning. Take courage to attend to 
the voices of your heart. Take time in this 
coming year to explore your faith in deeper 
ways: to search for and discover Jesus 
Christ, life’s meaning and rest and joy and 
peace. 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft is the 
Bishop of Oxford. 


The Journey of the Magi 


by TS Eliot 

A cold coming we had of it, 

Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long 
journey: 

The ways deep and the weather sharp, 

The very dead of winter.’ 

And the camels galled, sorefooted, 
refractory, 

Lying down in the melting snow. 

There were times we regretted 
The summer palaces on slopes, the 
terraces, 

And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 

Then the camel men cursing and 
grumbling 

and running away, and wanting their 
liquor and women, 

And the night-fires going out, and the lack 
of shelters, 

And the cities hostile and the towns 
unfriendly 

And the villages dirty and charging high 
prices: 


A hard time we had of it. 

At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
Sleeping in snatches, 

With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
That this was all folly. 

T hen at dawn we came down to a 
temperate valley, 

Wet, below the snow line, smelling 
of vegetation; 

With a running stream and a water-mill 
beating the darkness, 

And three trees on the low sky, 

And an old white horse galloped away in 
the meadow. 

Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves 
over the lintel, 

Six hands at an open door dicing for 
pieces of silver, 

And feet kicking the empty wine-skins. 
But there was no information, and so we 
continued 

And arrived at evening, not a moment too 
soon 


Finding the place; it was (you might say) 
satisfactory. 

A ll this was a long time ago, I 
remember, 

And I would do it again, but set 

down 

This set down 

This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, 
certainly 

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen 
birth and death, 

But had thought they were different; this 
Birth was 

Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, 
our death. 

We returned to our places, these 
Kingdoms, 

But no longer at ease here, in the old 
dispensation, 

With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 



From Collected Poems 1909- 
1962 (Faber, 1974), reproduced by 
permission of the publisher, Faber & 
Faber Ltd. 
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January prayer diary 


The following is for guidance only; please feel free to adapt to local 
conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


‘Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.’ 

Psalm 61:2 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of 
the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 2 Burchetts Green: Keith 
Nicholls, Tina Molyneux and Teresa 
Kennard. Our first Christianity Explored 
course starts; pray that all those coming will 
meet Jesus through it in a new and powerful 
way. In January, due to staff absence, we 
have several visiting clergy; pray that the 
congregations will enjoy their ministry. 
Burchetts Green Infant School. 

TUESDAY 3 Bucklebury: Julian Gadsby, 
Michael Kerry and David Sammon. 
Bucklebury Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 4 Burghfield: Glynnis 
Lautenbach and Alison Jones. Give thanks 
for the recent appointment of the Revd 
Glynnis Lautenbach as Priest in Charge at 
St Marys, Burghfield. For a time of welcome 
and parish celebration on Tuesday 10 
January when Glynnis will be licensed and 
for her Installation service. Burghfield St 
Marys Primary School. 

THURSDAY 5 Pangbourne with 
Tidmarsh and Sulham: Heather Parbury, 
Andrew Bond and Jennifer Nutt. Give 
thanks for all the members of our churches 
and the volunteers who enable mission and 
ministry to continue in our three places 
of worship, St James, St Laurence and St 
Nicholas. 

FRIDAY 6 Purley: David Archer and 
Andrew Mackie. The church has recently 
adopted its second five-year Mission Action 
Plan. Pray for wisdom for the leadership 
team, led by the Revd David Archer, as they 
prioritise what to focus on in the year ahead. 
Abi Ord is our part-time youth worker. Pray 
for her as she builds discipleship with young 
people in the church and seeks to establish 
relationships with the local secondary 
school. Pray too for the leaders of our work 
with children, which feeds into our youth 
work, and particularly for the leaders of the 
new fortnightly after-school club held at the 
church. Purley Primary School. 

SATURDAY 7 St rat field Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with Padworth: 

Paul Chaplin. For the mission, work and 
succession planning of Mortimer St Marys 
School and Mortimer St Johns School. 

MONDAY 9 Sulhamstead Abbots and 
Bannister with Ufton Nervet: Will Watts. 
For the process of appointing a House for 
Duty priest in 2017. 



Give thanks for our contacts with the school 
and in the wider village; for vision to build 
on them. Sulhamstead and Ufton Nervet 
Primary School. 

TUESDAY 10 Theale and Englefield: 

Ann Templeman, Peter Templeman and 
Nick Wynne- Jones. Pray that some of the 
occasional worshippers who flocked into 
our churches over Christmas will return 
to church in the New Year to discover 
more about Jesus Christ. For our work 
amongst children and families - in our three 
schools, Theale Primary After School Club 
and our toddler group, that more will join 
us in worship at Family Church and our 
Sunday schools. Theale Primary School and 
Englefield Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 11 Buckingham Deanery: 

Ron Bundock, Georgie Christopher, Nicki 
Stuchbury and Paul Cresswell. Pray for the 
Spirits guidance as we look for Gods way 
forward for the Deanery. Give thanks for the 
way initiatives taken in Buckingham town 
and in villages is being blessed and pray for 
fruitfulness. 

THURSDAY 12 Buckingham: Will 
Pearson-Gee, Gussie Walsh, John King, 
Daniel Rodgers, Sandra Cosby, John 
Hamilton, Vicky Southby, Valerie Evans, 

Paul Wallace, Emma King and Pauline 
Stanton-Saringer. For our vision to build a 
new worship centre on an industrial estate. 
For our work with the homeless over the 
winter months. St James and St John 
Primary School, Chackmore and Whaddon 
First School. Bishop Andrew confirming at 
Sunninghill and South Ascot. 


FRIDAY 13 Lenborough: Ros Roberts 
and Kay Peck. For the positive initiatives 
in mission and discipleship and their 
continued development in the benefice. For 
involvement in our schools, giving pastoral 
support, and for the after school club and 
our childrens and families’ groups work. 
Padbury School. 

SATURDAY 14 North Buckingham: 

Hans Taling and Margaret Culley. Pray with 
thanksgiving to God for the new people 
coming to our churches to become disciples 
and active church members; and for wisdom 
to continue to increase the identity of our 
village churches as welcoming places for 
each of the villagers, but at the same time 
making them aware of the need for Christ 
in their lives. St James and St John Primary 
School, Akeley and Maids Moreton School. 

MONDAY 16 Stowe: Sue Sampson. For 
the outreach of the church to continue to 
grow in Dadford and for the National Trust 
visitors coming to see Stowe Landscape 
Gardens who visit the church. For the 
servery project to be completed (we are still 
waiting on the final faculty decision). 

TUESDAY 17 West Buckingham: Liz 

Simpson. Pray that visitors who came to 
Christmas services will return. Also that 
there will be enough leaders to continue 
Messy Church. 

WEDNESDAY 18 Chipping Norton 
Deanery: Sally Welch, Alan Kennedy, 
Amanda Gafford, Paul Mansell and Andrew 
Savage. For the Deanery Pilgrim Trails 
Project and for work with children and 
young people. 


Sunday prayers and confirmations 

SUNDAY 1 Pray for the Education Department at Church House 
Oxford, with the challenge of many new Church schools in our 
Diocese. 

SUNDAY 8 Pray for the Communications Department at Church 
House Oxford. 

SUNDAY 15 Pray for the new staff at Church House Oxford. 


SUNDAY 22 Bishop Bill confirming at St John’s, Carterton; Bishop 
Steven confirming at St Mary Magdalen, Oxford. 

SUNDAY 29 Bishop Colin confirming in Beckley benefice. Bishop 
Steven confirming at St Michael at the North Gate, Oxford. 





THURSDAY 19 Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: Sally Welch, Jan Fielden 
and Patricia Bird. For our Messy Church 
families and for those on the prayer and 
pastoral teams. 

FRIDAY 20 Chipping Norton Team 
Ministry: James Kennedy, David Salter, 
Jackie Jones, Martha Simpson and Esther 
Lockley. For Remix, our new Youth Club 
being run for the young people in the town. 
For the appointment of the right person as 
we advertise for a new Team Minister. St 
Marys Primary School, Chipping Norton. 

SATURDAY 21 Great Tew with Little Tew 
and Heythrop: Virginia Thomas. For the 
continuing growth in unity in the benefice 
in worship and outreach. For on-going 
spiritual growth, especially among children 
and young people. 

MONDAY 23 Hook Norton with Great 


Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton: 

John Acreman, Wendy Cunningham and 
Janet Collins. For the Ministry Team as 
it maintains a vibrant on-going ministry 
across the benefice with depleted numbers 
due to ill health. For our work in Hook 
Norton and Great Rollright schools; 
particularly for the after-school JAM Club, 
and also for our ‘Sunday Gang’, that the 
helpers required might be forthcoming. 

TUESDAY 24 Forest Edge: Paul Mansell 
and Sarah Jones. For our schools, including 
staff, children and parents/carers. For all our 
congregations in the benefice and those who 
serve on our PCCs. Finstock Primary School 
and Leafield Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 25 Wychwood: Kate Stacey 
and Anne Hartley. Pray that we would 
continue to grow as disciples. For wisdom as 
we look at how to make our buildings more 


accessible and hospitable. That we would 
continue to work more closely as a benefice, 
so that we are stronger and simplify 
administration. Wychwood Primary School. 

THURSDAY 26 The Chase: Mark Abrey 
and Marian Needham. For our ministry to 
our three village schools. For the welcome 
that we offer as we seek to become a totally 
inclusive church community. 

FRIDAY 27 Maidenhead and Windsor 
Deanery: Margaret Bird, John Sykes, 
Thomas Walton, Jim Tucker, Vera Hunt and 
Ben Whitaker. For continued cooperation 
amongst the parishes in the deanery. For a 
response to Gods call to lay and ordained 
ministry in all its many forms. 

SATURDAY 28 Bray with Braywood: 

Richard Cowles. For our church schools. For 
our Pilgrim Course. Braywood First School 
and Holyport Primary School. 


MONDAY 30 Bradfield and Stanford 
Dingley: Julian Gadsby and Lyn Bliss. 
Bradfield Primary School. 

TUESDAY 31 Clewer: Rosie Webb. For our 
new Church@School project and our mission 
and outreach for children and families. 

Pray as we embark on a major building 
refurbishmpent programme at St Andrews. 
Clewer Green School and St Edwards Royal 
Free School. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 


SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.00am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) 
Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday 
Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 



Comings and Goings 


The Revd Lisa Holmes will take up post as 
Associate Minister of the Ray Valley Benefice; 
The Revd Dr William Lamb will take up 
post as Vicar of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford; 
The Revd Jonathan Widdess will take up 
post as Vicar of Cumnor; The Revd Gareth 
Miller will take up post as the Rector of 
the Akeman benefice; The Revd Deiniol 
Kearley- Hey wood is now Area Dean for 
Wendover Deanery in addition to his role as 


Rector of Prestwood and Great Hampden; 
The Revd Timothy Dawson will take up 
post as Vicar of All Saints, Kettering, The 
Revd Skye Denno will take up post as Vicar 
of Marston and Elsfield; The Revd Colin 
Hartley will take up post as Vicar of the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Southcourt. 

The Revd Dr Nicholas Bradbury has been 
given permission to officiate. 
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Events in January 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
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FRIDAY 6 JANUARY 

Abingdon: Choral Concert by St 
Peters Chorale, St Peters Lutheran 
College, Brisbane, as part of their 
2016-2017 European Tour. St 
Helens Church, 7pm. Retiring 
collection in aid of the Trust for the 
Development of St Helens Church. 

SUNDAY 8 JANUARY 

Cookham: Epiphany Carols by 
Candlelight, Holy Trinity Church, 
6.30pm. Collection in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

MONDAY 9 JANUARY 

Cookham: Healing Eucharist, Holy 


Trinity Church, 7.30pm. 

MONDAY 16 JANUARY 

Oxford: Mike Gidney, the CEO of 
the Fairtrade Foundation, will speak 
on the future of Fairtrade at the 
Oxford Fair Trade Coaliton AGM 
being held in the Long Room at the 
Town Hall from 6.00-8.00 pm. The 
business of the meeting will take 
place from 6.00pm. Mike Gidney 
will speak at 6.30pm 

THURSDAY 19 JANUARY 

Stoke Poges: Quiet Garden 
morning led by Revd Keith Green. 
10am to 12.30pm. All welcome - 


please phone 01494 578909 to let 
us know you are coming and for 
detailed directions. 

SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 

Milton Keynes: Christians Against 
Poverty Money Course, Christ the 
King Church, 10am. A revolutionary 
money-management course that 
teaches budgeting skills and a 
simple cash-based system that 
really works. For more information 
contact Jackie on 01908 695008 
or go to https://capuk.org/i- want- 
help. 

Oxford: Service for the installation 
of new Canons and admission to 
the Order of St Frideswide, Christ 
Church Cathedral, 6pm. Honorary 
Canons: The Revd Jeff West; The 
Revd Kevin Davies; The Revd Emma 
Percy, The Revd Canon John Rees. 
Lay Canons: Sarah Meyrick; Richard 
Fisher. Ecumenical Canon: The 
Revd Dr Ralph Waller. Order of St 
Frideswide: Michael Hardman. 

SUNDAY 29 JANUARY 

Oxford: Candlemas Carol Service, 
Christ Church Cathedral, 6pm. 


Courses, training, conferences and workshops 


In-Migration: Cultural and Theological 
Dialogues on The 21st Century Movements of 
Peoples A series of interdisciplinary conversations, 
starting on 16 January, which aims to shed new 
light on the unfolding migration context. In each 
session, a speaker will make a key input on an aspect 
of migration, to which scholars associated with the 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture will 
offer a response informed by Christian theological 
reflection and/or practice. The Oxford Centre for 
Christianity and Culture, Mondays, alternating 1pm 
and 5pm. See www.rpc.ox.ac.uk/oxford-centre-for- 
christianity-and-culture/programmes/. 

Introduction to the Bible course, Venues in 
Amersham, Kidlington, Reading This course, 
organised by the Diocese of Oxford, aims to help 
participants read the Bible with more confidence and 
understanding. It provides an overview of both Old 
and New Testaments, and an introduction to some 
of the different genres they contain. Essential for 
ordinands and LLMs in training, the course is also 
well-suited to those with authorisation to preach 
and anyone interested in discovering more about the 
Bible. £40 for ten evening sessions from January to 
March. To book go to http://ldm.eventbrite.co.uk. 

For schools: Icons and Icon Writing, 25 
January Secondary and Sixth Form Study Day at 
Christ Church. Students will be able to meet the 
iconographer, Dr Irina Bradley, and explore what the 
term icon means within different contexts. Choose 
from a variety of workshops, including studying the 
icons in the Christ Church Picture Gallery. Meet 
the Librarian and look at artefacts relating to the 
City, College and Cathedral. Inside the Cathedral 
students can enjoy a short tour, followed by some 
time to draw and be creative, with guidance from a 
local artist. Tickets £8 per head (plus VAT). For more 
information please contact: jacqueline.holderness@ 
chch.ox.ac.uk. 


Places of Worship in Britain and Ireland 1929- 
1990, University of Oxford Department for 
Continuing Education, 27-29 January The 20th 
century saw fundamental shifts in the patterns of 
religious observance in Britain and Ireland. Across 
much of the area traditional Christian congregations 
declined; partly in response to that, new styles of 
worship were espoused; and adherents to faiths 
previously rare in Britain and Ireland became 
numerous. The increase in diversity, combined with 
new architectural styles and forms of construction, 
make this one of the key periods in the development 
of places of worship. Book via the website: www. 
conted.ox.ac.uk/ or telephone: 01865 270380. 




















